2i8                          PREM-SAGAR

One hundred and sixty-one thousand, such was the increase,

one in essence.1
These were the sons of Krishna, infinite in good qualities,
strength, and beauty.

All were cloud-coloured, moon-faced, lotus-eyed, and dressed
in blue and yellow frocks ; with knotted-string and wooden
charms placed on their necks, and in every house, by their
respective childish sports, were giving happiness to their parents ;
and their mothers, in a variety of ways cherishing them, were
bringing them up. Maharaj I having heard of the existence of the
sons of S'ri Krishna Chand Ji, Rukma said to his wife, u Now I
will not give my daughter Charumati to the son of Kritavarma,
who has asked for her. I will hold a Swayamvara. Do you send
someone, and invite my sister Rukmini with her son."

On hearing these words, Rukma's wife, very humbly wrote a
letter to her sister-in-law, and invited her with her son, by the
assistance of a Brahman ;2 and arranged the Swayanvara. On
receiving the letter of her brother and sister-in-law, Rukmini Ji,
receiving permission from S'ri Krishna Chand, and taking leave,
proceeded on with her son, and reached, from Dwaraka, her
brother's house in Bhojakat.

Having seen her, Rukma obtained great happiness ; respect-
fully he bowed down his head.

Falling at her feet, the brother's wife said, " There was a
carrying-off; since then now you are come [for the first
time]."3

Having said this, she again said to Rukmini Ji, " Sister-in-law !
since you have come, show kindness and sympathy to us, and
please take this daughter Charumati for your son." On hearing
these words, Rukmini Ji said, " Sister-in-law ! you know your
husband's course of action ; do not cause a quarrel to arise with
anyone. Nothing can be predicated of my brother's affairs.
Who knows what he may do, or when [he may do it] ? There-
fore, on his saying or doing anything, there attaches apprehen-
sion."" Rukma said, a Sister I now do you have no kind of fear ;
no misfortune will arise. It is a direction of the Veda that, in
the southern country, the gift of a daughter should be conferred

1 The arithmetic is a little wrong here ; for if each of the wives, as stated, had
eleven children, there should have been a rising family of 177,188 sons and
daughters. The Sukha-Sdgara is also wrong, for that book specifically states
that there were 121,080 sons and 16,108 daughters, or a total of 137.188 chil-
dren. The Vishnu-Purdna is nearer, and puts down the total as 180,000. The
whole of these figures are, probably, astronomical. In Buddhist tradition 16,000
is spoken of as a desirable number of wives 5 and 108 is a number of felicitous
import all over India to the present day.

^ This phrase, Br&hman ke kdthy means " through or by means of a Brah-
man."

3*That is, "This is the first time you have paid us a visit since you were
carried off."